
Below are some general questions and answers about Canvas, the Student role, and links to
resources to help you be comfortable with Canvas. Visit the Student Guides to learn more.

What is Canvas?

Canvas is a Learning Management System. To learn more about Canvas terminology and
definitions, visit How does Canvas define the terms used to describe its features and functions? 

Because Canvas is a web-based system, it doesn’t need to be installed on your computer.
However, you’ll want to make sure that your computer and web browser meet the basic
requirements to run Canvas. 

Canvas also has a free mobile app available for iOS and Android that is specifically tailored to
students. You can learn more about how the mobile app features compare to Canvas on the web.

What is the Student role?

In Canvas, the Student role is most commonly used to enroll users who will participate in a course
for course credit. Users enrolled as students can view course content and participate in course
assignments and communications. Students cannot view and participate in a course until it is
published and the course has started.

Canvas for Elementary

Canvas for Elementary is a Canvas setting that displays a simplified interface and experience
designed for younger learners. 

Canvas Guides

The Canvas Student Guide has over 200 articles that each answer a question that relates to using
the Canvas interface as a student. Each article also includes Next and Previous links so you can
easily navigate to related content.

Student Getting Started
Resources

Introduction

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Student/ct-p/canvas_student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/720334-how-does-canvas-define-the-terms-used-to-describe-its-features-and-functions
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/720329-what-are-the-browser-and-computer-requirements-for-instructure-products
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/720329-what-are-the-browser-and-computer-requirements-for-instructure-products
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/843574-what-is-the-canvas-student-app
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Resource-Documents/Canvas-Student-Mobile-Features/ta-p/388741
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/830771-what-is-the-student-role
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-for-Elementary-Student/tkb-p/C4EStudentGuides
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701-canvas-student-guide-table-of-contents


Student Videos

You can also watch videos for students.

Before you can do anything in Canvas, you'll need an account and the URL for your institution's
Canvas website. View the articles below for help with setting up your account and managing your
user settings.

How do I accept an email invitation to join a Canvas course?
How do I sign up for a Canvas account with a join code or secret URL as a student?
How do I edit my profile in my user account?
How do I change the settings in my user account?

You can access Canvas through a URL for your institution. Learn more in the article below.

How do I log in to Canvas?

After you download the Canvas Student mobile app to your Android or iOS device, you can log in to
the app using a QR code or a URL. If you are already logged in to Canvas on the Web, using the QR
code instantly logs you in to the app.

How do I view a QR code to log in to the Canvas mobile apps?
How do I log in to the Canvas Student app on my iOS device with a QR code?
How do I log in to the Canvas Student app on my Android Device with a QR code?   

You can also log into the Canvas Student mobile app without a QR code:

How do I log in to the Student app on my iOS device with a Canvas URL?

User Account Setup

Logging in to Canvas

Logging in to the Canvas Student App

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/tkb-p/videos#student-videos
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/720322-where-do-i-find-my-institution-s-url-to-access-canvas
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/720322-where-do-i-find-my-institution-s-url-to-access-canvas
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/1277795-how-do-i-accept-an-email-invitation-to-join-a-canvas-course
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/73167-how-do-i-sign-up-for-a-canvas-account-with-a-join-code-or-secret-url-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710342-how-do-i-edit-my-profile-in-my-user-account
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710341-how-do-i-change-the-settings-in-my-user-account
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710329-how-do-i-log-in-to-canvas
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18555/l/199445-how-do-i-download-the-canvas-student-app-on-my-android-device
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18561/l/185379-how-do-i-download-the-canvas-student-app-on-my-ios-device
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/1224592-how-do-i-view-a-qr-code-to-log-in-to-the-canvas-mobile-apps
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18561/l/1231304-how-do-i-log-in-to-the-student-app-on-my-ios-device-with-a-qr-code
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18555/l/1231846-how-do-i-log-in-to-the-canvas-student-app-on-my-android-device-with-a-qr-code
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18561/l/185381-how-do-i-log-in-to-the-student-app-on-my-ios-device-with-a-canvas-url


How do I log in to the Student app on my Android device with a Canvas URL?

Once you log into Canvas, take a minute to familiarize yourself with the Canvas user interface.

https://embed.app.guidde.com/playbooks/bzcagbJGT4RWRX5MP4Heeb
Embed this Video

The articles below show you how to navigate Canvas and use a few of the tools that link across all
your courses.

How do I use the Global Navigation Menu?
How do I use the Dashboard as a student?
How do I use the Inbox?
How do I use the Calendar?
How do I use Files?
How do I add and modify text in the Rich Content Editor?

Within a Canvas course, you can submit assignments, participate in discussions, view grades, and
collaborate with other students. What is available in your course depends on what has been
implemented by your instructor. View the articles below for some of the basics of Canvas courses.

How do I use the Course Home Page as a student?
How do I view Assignments as a student?
How do I submit an online assignment?
How do I view my grades in a current course?
How do I reply to a discussion as a student?
How do I take a quiz? (Classic Quizzes)
How do I take a quiz in New Quizzes?
How do I view Collaborations as a student?
How do I use Conferences in a course as a student?

Canvas Overview

Course Basics

https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18555/l/199446-how-do-i-log-in-to-the-student-app-on-my-android-device-with-a-canvas-url
https://embed.app.guidde.com/playbooks/bzcagbJGT4RWRX5MP4Heeb
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710332-how-do-i-use-the-global-navigation-menu
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710330-how-do-i-use-the-dashboard-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710324-how-do-i-use-the-inbox
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/710322-how-do-i-use-the-calendar
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/314203-how-do-i-use-files
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/1157921-how-do-i-add-and-modify-text-in-the-rich-content-editor
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/724294-how-do-i-use-the-course-home-page-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/191416-how-do-i-view-assignments-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/41972-how-do-i-submit-an-online-assignment
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/829286-how-do-i-view-my-grades-in-a-current-course
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/190706-how-do-i-reply-to-a-discussion-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/41977-how-do-i-take-a-quiz
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/780623-how-do-i-take-a-quiz-in-new-quizzes
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/55293-how-do-i-view-collaborations-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/627661-how-do-i-use-conferences-in-a-course-as-a-student


How do I view Pages as a student?

Learn more about Canvas features and other basic topics in the Canvas Basics Guide.

Learn more about using Canvas as a student in the Canvas Student Guide.

View information about the Canvas Student mobile app in the articles below.

How do I use the Student app on my Android device?
How do I use the Student app on my iOS device?
How do I view Assignments in the Student app on my Android device?
How do I view Assignments in the Student app on my iOS device?

Visit the Canvas Student mobile app guides to learn more.

Canvas Student Android Guide
Canvas Student iOS Guide
Canvas for Elementary Student Android Guide
Canvas for Elementary Student iOS Guide

Getting Started with Canvas in 10 Steps (Students)
Canvas for Elementary Student Guides
Troubleshooting for Students

[Content retrieved from https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/Student-Getting-
Started-Resources/ta-p/579371 ]

Canvas Student App

Additional Resources for Students
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https://community.canvaslms.com/m/4212/l/198078-how-do-i-view-pages-as-a-student
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/tkb-p/basics#CanvasFeatures
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701-canvas-student-guide-table-of-contents
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/67952/l/843574-what-is-the-canvas-student-app
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18555/l/199447-how-do-i-use-the-student-app-on-my-android-device
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18561/l/185382-how-do-i-use-the-student-app-on-my-ios-device
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18555/l/199463-how-do-i-view-assignments-in-the-student-app-on-my-android-device
https://community.canvaslms.com/m/18561/l/185387-how-do-i-view-assignments-in-the-student-app-on-my-ios-device
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Student-Android-Guide/tkb-p/student_android
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Student-iOS-Guide/tkb-p/student_ios
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-for-Elementary-Student/tkb-p/C4EStudentAndroidGuide
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-for-Elementary-Student/tkb-p/C4EStudentiOSGuide
https://community.canvaslms.com/community/instcon/instructurecon-2019/blog/2019/08/01/getting-started-with-canvas-in-10-steps-students
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-for-Elementary-Student/tkb-p/C4EStudentGuides
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Troubleshooting/tkb-p/Troubleshooting#Student
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/Student-Getting-Started-Resources/ta-p/579371
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