Mr. Christopher Pitts

Contact Information
Phone: 870-972-3705
Direct: 870-972-3730

cpitts@AState.edu

Office: HSS 3141D
Instructor

Biography

With a diverse background that spans continents, industries, and disciplines, Chris brings a
wealth of real-world experience to the study of sociology. Born and raised in Southern California,
they were at the forefront of major cultural moments, having attended the first-ever Lollapalooza
and Vans Warped Tour festivals. Most of his time was spent surfing, skating, playing sports, or
enjoying the day at Mission Beach and the Gaslamp District in San Diego, CA. This was followed by
serving in the U.S. Marine Corps, His time as a Marine included Helicopter Mechanic, Crew Chief,
and Plane Captain, earning the distinction of "Shellback" after crossing the equator. He also spent
time as a marksmanship instructor. This provided a foundational understanding of organizational
hierarchy, group cohesion, institutional structures, and an understanding of leadership qualities.

His time in the military offered a passport to the world with time spent in Japan, Hawaii, Thailand,
Guam, Kuwait, Indonesia, Mexico, and Singapore, Jebel Ali, Dubai, United Arabs Emirate, and
Bahrain. Following his military service, Chris embarked on a winding and varied career path that
provides a rich tapestry of sociological insight. He has worked as a Criminal Investigator and a
Court Clerk, gaining firsthand practical experience within the justice system. Chris also held roles
as a department manager for Walmart and as an investigator for J.B. Hunt. This professional
journey also includes ten years as a professional wrestler, an auto body technician, and a DJ,
offering unique perspectives on subcultures, identity, and performance. Transitioning into
academia, Chris has worked as a College Admissions Counselor, a Graduate Assistant, and an
Administrative Specialist, understanding the structures and challenges of higher education from
the inside, giving him a broader well of knowledge and experience to call upon when assisting
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students. This journey through a multitude of social and professional environments has provided
him with practical experience and understanding. Academically, Chris holds M.A. degrees in both
Sociology and Criminology. His areas of research focus on childhood development, deviant
behaviors, and delinquency / criminal behavior.

Education

A.A.S. Criminal Justice - Arkansas State University Newport - 2011
A.A.S. Applied Science - Arkansas State University - 2011

B.A. Sociology - Arkansas State University - 2022

B.A. Criminology - Arkansas State University - 2022

M.A. Sociology - Arkansas State University - 2024

M.A. Criminology - Arkansas State University - 2025

Courses Taught

SOC 2213 - Introduction to Sociology
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