? What Is Intellectual Property

(1P)?

Intellectual Property (IP) refers to creations of the mind—inventions, designs, literary and artistic
works, and symbols, names, and images used in commerce—for which exclusive rights are

recognized by law.

In technology transfer, IP is the core asset being moved from one party (like a university or
research lab) to another (like a company or startup) for the purpose of commercialization and
public benefit. It's the intangible value that makes the technology unique and valuable.

? Key Types of IP in Technology Transfer

The most common types of IP involved in transferring technology are:

IP Type

1. Patents

2. Trade Secrets

3. Copyrights

4. Trademarks

What it Protects

An invention: a new and useful
process, machine, manufacture, or
composition of matter.

Confidential information that gives
a business a competitive edge (e.g.,
proprietary formulas, practices,
designs, or processes).

Original works of authorship (e.g.,
literary, dramatic, musical, or artistic
works).

Brand names, logos, or symbols
used to identify and distinguish goods
or services.

Relevance to Technology Transfer

Provides an exclusive right (usually
for 20 years) to prevent others from
making, using, or selling the
invention. This exclusivity is often the
main draw for a company to license a
new technology.

Highly valuable, especially for "know-
how" or technical data that might not
be patentable. Protection depends on
the owner maintaining its secrecy.

Critically important for software
code, databases, technical
documentation, manuals, and
instructional materials that are part of
the technology package.

Less central to the technology itself,
but crucial for branding a resulting
product or company spun out of the
technology transfer process.



? IP's Role in Technology Transfer

IP is the foundation that enables the transfer process to work:

1. Protection: IP rights (like a patent) protect the inventor and institution, allowing them to
disclose the invention to potential partners without losing their right to control its use.

2. Incentive: The legal exclusivity granted by IP provides a powerful financial incentive for
companies to invest the significant time and capital needed to develop the early-stage
research into a market-ready product.

3. Commercialization: Technology transfer is often achieved through a licensing
agreement, where the IP owner grants the company the right to use the IP in exchange
for financial consideration (royalties, fees, etc.).

Revision #3
Created 2025-11-20 22:05:44 UTC by Luna Acosta
Updated 2026-01-08 22:13:03 UTC by Luna Acosta



